Of the LA TE 


12 James's Letter, | 


Sent by the Earle of MELFORT to the 


*RENCH KING, 
£ On the faſt SEA- FIGHT. 


* And Publiſhed the next Day by the French King's Order. 
d | 16. und 1692 » + 
ther K,I NG, 44. | | | 
HA V E witha degree of Reſolution bore all the Diſgraces ithas plea: 
Ted Heaven to ſend me, whilſt they reacht me alone ; but this laſt T - 
confeſs, has quite over-whelm'd me : Nor can I ever forgive my {ctf, 
ſiace it ſo nearly touches your Majeſty in the great Damage of your 
FLEET ; and lince I am too well ſat>fy'd, it is my Stars have occa- 
=_ fioned this ill Succeſs to a FLEET that has b:-en ever Victorious: till 
ey fought for my Intereſt, which forces me to acknowledge that I do 
in the leaſt deſerve the further afſiſtance'of ſo great a King, who 
en he Wars for himſelf alone, is certain of Succeſs; therefore I beg 
your Majeſty, that you would forbear to concern your {eli for a Prince 
"Unfortunate as I am: And give me and my Family leave to retire 
toa Corner of the World, where I may not any way be a hindrance 
| the uſual Courſe of your Proſperity and Conqueits, which nothing but 
I Fortune fo Infeparable from me, could ever interrupt ; Nor is it juſt 
at the moſt Powerful Monarch, and the molt flouriſhing Kingdom in 
he World, ſhould feell my Misfortunes, for you are indeed too generous ; 
ad it is better that I alone ſubmit, till it ſhall pleaſe the Decrees of Pro- 
Fvidence to order otherwiſe, and let that diſpoſe of me how or where it 
will I do afſure your Majeſty, that with my laſt Breath, T ſhall acknow- 
"kde your affiſtance & Friendſhip ; and when I ſhall be trom your Kingdoms, 
"will be my greateſt ſatisfaQtion to think that you will again reſume the 
bod Fortune, which (whilſt my Intereſt was not twiſted with yours) you 
Ever had againſt Yours and My Enemies. . 
2 Remarks on the foregoing LETTER. 
TYNE Uſe may very properly be rais'd from theſe Premiſes of informa- 
3 tion, Viz. This plainly tells us the True Principle of the Frexch 
FE Xiogs Afiſtance and Friendſhip to the late King. and that tis Intereſt and 
*Fonly Intereſt is the Powerful Motive, ſince he could make that ill uſe of his 
& Friends Modeſty, as to expoſe a Letter to the World, that is indeed neither 
FJ morenor leſs than a' Complement on the Blunder committed by the French 
' F for whatever thoſe who looſe Spoons or Forks, may believe of 
the Influence of Stars, every body in their Wits, will grant one Cannon is 
-of more force than twenty Stars; and methinks ?tis at the beft but a poor 
"come off, to make any ones Ill Fortune an Excule for his being overreacht. .. 
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